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EARL STANHOPE, @c. 


My rl, 


N. obſcure perſon, unknown to your 
Lordſhip or to the world, begs leave 
to addreſs you on the ſubject of a Pamphlet 
lately publiſhed, and which hath been ſo 
highly eee with your Lordſhip's ap- 
Probation, that you have recommended it as 
the beſt pamphlet that has been publiſhed 
upon religion for a whole century. The 
title of the pamphlet is, The Right of the 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters to a complete Tole- 
ration afſerted ;” bat if the pamphlet it- 
ſelf hath nothing in it more worthy of 
approbation than this title, it is to be feared 
your Lordſhip hath been a little too ſan- 
guine in your recommendation. Probably 
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* 
28 
2 


* 


n _ 
; EEE POLY 
_— @ 4 
* 


| A \ % : 
177 if TY = 3 
* 5 7 N 
E Ra HL KW - Tl . 0 i. 
2 * a 1 In — 
p - 3 * * . L 
. 2 8 


_— = 7 TE COWS & TT =_ &* 
\ * 
- 4 — 


1 c ere _ 

. - - b 

N 92 _ 7 * 

Tl . , 
. - 
1 

' 

_-— = — I 


3 1 


the author made a little miſtake here, and / 


meant to have ſaid, The Claim of the Pro- 


e teſtant Diſſenters, &c. juſtified.” If, 
however, he did not, he certainly has un- 
dertaken a moſt Herculean taſk. It is no- 
thing leſs than to prove that the Diſſenters 
have a right to what others have a ſuperior 
right to with-hold from them. A right to 
a toleration is a contradiction 'in terms, for 

a toleration muſt be a matter of favour or 
courteſy, and not a matter of right. If a 


toleration is not a matter of favour or cour- 


tely, then no man hath a right either to 
grant or withhold it, and then what is the 
author pleading for? is he pleading for a 
grant which he hath without its being 
granted? Strange wildneſs this! It. is very 


much to be feared, my Lord, we ſhall find 


this admirable pamplilet not to be the very 
beſt pamphlet that has been publiſhed upon a 
religion for a whole century. 

It is a common caſe, my Lord, for perſons 
who can diſcern merit where there is none, 
not to be able to diſcover faults where they 
are moſt notorious. That the Diſſenters 
have a right to thoſs privileges which the 


law has given them is beyond a doubt, and 
thus they have a right to ſuch privileges and 


exemptions as they enjoy by the act of to- 
leration, 


T 
leration, but that they have a right to privi- 
leges and exemptions which the law hath not 
granted them cannot be aſſerted with any the 
| ſmalleſt degree of truth or propriety. No 
man in ſociety hath a right to privileges till 
the law of that fociety hath given them its 
ſanction. More privileges than he enjoys he 
may indeed lay claim to, but right he can 
have none to them, becauſe the right is in 
the ſociety either to grant or to withold 
„ee 
lf the Difſenters has a right, why, do 
they not exert it ? who is it witholds it from 
them? their right, if they have any, muſt 
be ſanctioned by the laws; let them then 
appeal to theſe laws, and act under them, 
and they need not fear but the laws will pro- 
| ted them in it from any interruption; but if 
they have not the laws on their ſide, the 
moſt aſſuredly have not right, for right in 
| N is eſtabliſhed only by law. 
hut the title and ſubject of this ſo admired 
a performance i is open to objection upon an- 
other account. The author ſays, the Diſ- 
ſenters have a right to a complete toleration. 
What does the writer mean by à complete 
toleration? does he mean that the Diſſenters 
| ought to have all the ſame privileges as thoſe 


who are not Diſſenters ? but this would not 
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* a 50 but an eſtabliſhment, yy rF ere 
your Lordſhip's pamphletteer blunders again; 
for, if this was his meaning, he ought not 
to have uſed the word toleration. But let 
us ſuppoſe this was not his meaning, and 
that by the word toleration he means nothing 
beyond what it ſignifies f in its conſtant uſage. 
Then the queſtion” is, What is to be under- 
Rood by a complete toleration ? words not 
uſually combined together, and which, 
though they may haye ſome determinate 
ſenſe in the author's intention, yet in the 
reader's 1 ron ate 4 intelli 
gible. 5 

Whoever is tolerated is completely tots- 
rated i in the inſtance for which the toleration 
is granted, becauſe an incomplete toleration 


in the inſtance. for which it is granted is - 


no toleration at all. Now moſt certain it is 
that the Diſſenters are tolerated in the free 


exerciſe of their religion; ; they have houſes 


wherein they meet together; teachers who 
direct them; they have a diſcipline, and 
rules, and laws of their own, by which they 
govern themſelves unreſtrained or controlled; 
and, in their religious tenets and opinions, 
let them be ever ſo wild or abſurd, or even 
falſe, they are tolerated in the free enjoyment 
of them. No.] if the Diſſenters are thus 

| tolerated, 


Wo 
| tolerated, wherein, my Lord, is the defect 
in this toleration? how, or in what in- 
ſtance; are they curbed or reſtrained: in their 
conſciences, or indeed what can poſſibly be 
added to this toleration to render it more 
than it is. Uninterrupted they enjoy their 
religious opinions, and without interruption 
they are ſuffered to worſhip the Deity in the 
way whieh ſeemeth right to them in their 
own eyes. Would they have more than the 
free - and uninterrupted enjoyment of their 
religious opinions and practices? What can 
that more be ? for, after having granted them 
ALL that is meant by a religious toleration, 
any addition to it becomes impoſſible. Thus, 
my Lord, we reaſon unavoidably from the 
title of this curious pamphlet, and begin to 
ſuſpect, that by the word toleration the 
writer means what the word toleration rack 
not ſignify, and upon looking into the pam 
phlet we are very fully confirmed in this ſuc: 
picion 3 for inſtead of ſtating that the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters have not the full and un- 
diſturbed enjoyment of their religious opi- 
nions and practices; inſtead of pointing out 
what the obſtacles are which hinder it, and 
which ought to be removed, it does not ap- 
pear that there is one — e ſaid 
A 3 | upon 
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vpon the ſubject CD po the. wdde pam. 


Piet. : 
The firſt b eight pages are Eg 


in a dry unintereſting detail, which he calls 


a hiſtory ef the teſt laws, and the remaining 
fifty - one pages, if they have any tendency, 
tend to prove that Proteſtant Diſſenters ought 
to enjoy the ſame civil privileges and emolu+ 
ments as thoſe who are not Diſſenters... But 
what hath this to do, my Lord, with tolera- 
tion? are not Diſſenters tolerated: becauſe 
the laws of our country have provided that 
the mayor of a corporatien ſhall be a mem- 
ber of the eſtabliſhment. The laws have 
provided. not only that the inferior magiſtrate 
but that the chief magiſtrate ſhall be a mem+ 
ber of the eſtabliſnment, and are the Diſ- 
ſenters hot tolerated. becauſe a Diſſenter can- 
not be king of England? If there is a de- 
fect in the toleration becauſe a Diſſenter may | 
not be mayor of a corporation, there is a 
defect in it becauſe he may not be king of 
England, and it is not at all improbable but 
that your Lordſhip's friend, the Layman, 
thinks as much; however, he muſt think 


again before he will think right upon this 


ſubject. A religious toleration is a toleratio 
for the purpoſes of religion only. and is to- 


tally detached from every conſideration of 


lucrative | 
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| lucrative offices in or under the ſtate ;' and 
therefore all that the Layman urges. concern- 


ing the- right of Proteſtant Diſſenters to en- 


| joy lucrative places, is juſt ſo much of no- 


ching at all to his purpoſe, which, as his 
title informs us, is to aſſert the right of 


Proteſtant Difſenters to a compleat toleration. 


Suppaſe,. my Lord, for the fake of a little 


amuſement, we alter the title of this moſt 
_ admirable. pamphlet, and endeavour to bring 


it a little nearer to the ſubject of which: it 
treats, will it not run then ſomething to this 
purpoſe? The right of Protęſiant Diſſenters 
to the enjoyment of thoſe places of truſt and 
emolument which by the laws arevappropriated 


te members. only of the ęſtabliſpmeut. But in 


what, my Lord, muſt this right commence ? 
not in in the laws, for the laws are in direct 
oppoſition to it; not antecedent to the laws, 
for the ref, as the writer himſelf acknow- 
ledges, was long before any Proteſtants had 
ſeparated from the eſtabliſhment ; and there- 


fore we muſt look for the origin of this 


right only in thoſe days (Pt. 2. ch. 1), when 


man was in a ſtate of nature; i. e. when he 


had the happineſs of being ornamented with 
one of lord Monboddo's long tails. Facts, 
my Lord, never can be eſtabliſhed by argu- 
ments drawn merely from ſpeculation. If 
Fay te | e the 


the Diſſenters have a richt it is the right of 
Diiſſenters qud tales, and not ſimply as they 
are men, and therefore any arguments drawn 
from the rights of mankind in a ſpeculative 
ſtate of nature do not by any means apply. 
The Diſſenters are perſons formed out of a 
body of men who voluntarily withdrew 
themſelves, in part, from that ſociety to 
which they did belong, as not chuſing to 
comply with all the terms which it did pre- 
ſcribe; all the right therefore which they 
appear to have in the caſe is, a right of being 
admitted again if they chuſe to comply with 
the ſociety's terms. But it would be ſtrange 
indeed if they had a right of admiſſion to all 
the privileges and emoluments of the ſociety, 
not only without a compliance with its terms, 
but in direct oppoſition to them. If the 
Difſenters! claim of right, as ſtated by your 
lordſhip's friend, the pamphletteer, is juſt 
and well- founded, all ſociety in the world is 
at an end; for in the very idea of a ſociety. 
is included a compliance with the laws by 
which it is governed and maintained. De- 
- fare. your friend, my Lord, to conſider a little 
the nature of ſociety, not as it is in the con- 
ceits of ſpeculation, but as it exiſts in fact, 
and then let him fay what poſſible right a 
man can have to the] profits and advantages 
| 5 of 
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1 
of that ſociety (and a kingdom i: is a fodfery 
only upon a larger ſcale) with whoſe terms 
of admiſſion and laws he does not chuſe to 
comply. 

It is not the 1 intention of theſe pages to 
examine minutely the ſeveral tautologies of 
this writer: his unneceſſary quotations; his 
quotations upon quotations from journals, 
ſpeeches, &c. and which, as to the point in 
queſtion, have very little or no relation at all. 
It will be ſufficient to obviate the main in- 
tention of his pamphlet, and to take notice 
of ſome of the moſt obnoxious parts. Let 
bs begin with the following : | 
© Falſe foundations (faith the writer, p · 
ce 53) are naturally accompanied by ſophiſti- 
al inferences.“ He doth not expreſs 
bimſelf in the cleareſt manner; however we 
will take it as he gives it us. Now, p 52, his 

words are, If I am a good member of the 
civil ſociety, I ſtand upon an equal footing 
© with every other member, confidered as 
« ſuch; and it is no offence to government, 
« if I behave with duty and reſpect to it, 
| « that I worſhip God in a manner ſomewhat | 
« different from my neighbours ; nor 1s it a 
ce ſufficient reaſon for excluding me from all 
% publick ſervice and truſt. Incapacities of 


it the nature in queſtion” ſhould be inflicted 
66 as 
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6 as puniſhments for crimes againſt the ſtate; 
and Proteſtant Diſſenters ought, to be no 
longer liable to any puniſhment, ſince, by 
** the laws of England, non- conformity has 
t ceaſed to be a crime.“ On what fort of 
foundation is this built? aſſuredly on a 
foundation which will not ſupport its ſu- 
perſtructure. If I am, fays he, A good 
member of the civil ſociety. But, my Lord, 
if you pleaſe, we will leave out the word 
good, and the conſequences will be juſt the 
fame, for he that really. is a member of a 
ſociety is undoubtedly entitled to the privi- 
leges which belong to the members of e 
ſociety. Now iis eflential ta every ſociety 
in the world, that the perſons who are its 
members ſhould have complied with the 
terms of admiſtion into it, and that they 
ſhould ſubmit, as far as they extend, to be 
governed by its laws; none but perſons. of 
this deſcription being, entitled to ſhare in the 
We and emoluments of ſuch ſociety. 
hoever then is ſuch à member as this of 
the civil ſociety is not excluded from all pub- 
lie ſervice and truſt, even though he ſhould 
not be a good . but only an occaſional 
.conformiſt, What then is the writer aiming 
at? He is not excluded if he will comply 
with the terms; and if he does not chuſe 
„„ | to 
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to comply with them, whoſe fault i is that? ? 


The civil ſociety exerciſeth no authority upon 


this occaſion more'than is exerciſed by every 
ſociety upon earth; and, indeed, without 


the exerciſe of which it could not poſſibly be 


a ſociety, Therefore in this caſe there is no 
wrong, no hardſhip, no puniſhment inflicted 
upon Proteſtant Diſſenters, and conſequently 


their complaint is without cauſe. 


But perhaps it may be ſaid, that the Cuil 
Society of a country is not of the nature of 


thoſe formed ſocieties of which it is at a man's 


option whether he will become a member of 
them or not. A man is born,. without any 
option of his own, a member of the civil 
ſociety ; but, obſerve, of the civil ſociety 
already formed and eſtabliſhed, in which it 


is provided, that all its members, indif- 


ferently, ſhall ſhare in its ſupport and pro- 


tection, but that ſuch only as ſhall have the 


requiſite qualification ſhall be employed in 


the public ſervice and truſt. If the Diſſenter 


hath that qualification he may be employed 
as freely as any one that is not a Diffenter ; 
if he hath it not is the civil ſociety to blame 


upon this account, or doth the ſociety inflict 


2 
1 


any puniſhment upon him for not having it? 
By what right then doth he complain? If 


he hath a ah of complaint, ſo hath every 
day 


* 
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day labourer a much greater right, who is. 
born a member of the civil ſociety, as truly 
as the Diſſenter, and yet, as not being a 
 freeholder (which it neither is nor ever was 
in his power to have remedied), is not ſuf- 
fered to give his vote in the election of a 
member of parliament; ſo likewiſe is the 
freeholder, who, let his perſonal property be 
ever ſo great, ſtill is excluded from being a 
member of the Houſe of Commons if his 
freehold be not of the preſcribed value; and 
ſo likewiſe in a variety of other inſtances. 
But no man ever yet heard that theſe, and 
ſuch like limitations were conſidered as pu- 
niſhments, which, at the ſame time, they muſt 
be if the Difſenters' cone are juſt. 

But the writer ſays, © It is no offence to 

government if he behaves with duty 
e and reſpect to it; that he worſhips | God in 
* a manner ſomewhat different from his. 
<6 neighbour.” Neither doth government 
take offence at it, but freely ſuffers him to. 
do it with impunity. Nor is it (faith he) 
c a ſufficient reaſon for excluding me from 
e all public ſervice and truſt.” Here, con- 
trary to fact, it is ſuggeſted that Diſſenters 
are excluded from all public ſervice and truſt. 
They are vor excluded, places of public 
ſervice are as open to them as to any others 


of 


* 
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of the community. To none are they open, 
be he Tros Tyriufve, who hath not the 
requiſite qualification; and therefore, in 
this reſpect, there is not the leaſt degree of 
difference between a perſon that is, and a 
perſon that is not a Diſſenter; neither of 
them is admiſſible except qualified as by the 
wiſdom of the laws it is required they ſhould 
be, and of courſe the ou ſuggeſtion hath 
no truth in it. 

The concluding pete in 4 the citation al- 
ready made 1s laughable enough : Incapa- 
c cities of the nature in queſtion ſhould be in- 
0 flicted as puniſhments for crimes againſt the 
<<, ſtate; and Proteſtant Diſſenters ought to be 
no longer liable to any puniſhment, fince, by 
« the laws of England, non-conformity has 
« ceaſed to be a crime. And ſo, my Lord, 
becauſe. non conformity has ceaſed to be a 
crime, therefore your Lordſhip's friend ought 
not to be hanged when he is guilty of any 
thing that deſerves it. This is pretty and 
amuſing; however, let us take the matter as 
moſt probably the author meant it ſhould be 
taken; i. e. that Diſſenters ought not to be 
liable to any puniſhment on account of their 
non- conformity; and let it be granted that 
they ought not, doth it therefore follow that 
W ought; to be exempted. from thoſe re- 
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firitions which are laid upon all in general, 


without exception; or can thoſe reſtrictions, 
with any manner of truth, be ſtiled -puniſh- 
ments whch operate upon the whole com- 


munity; moſt aſſuredly they cannot. The 


Teſt laws are general, and compliance with 
them is required from all; they do not more 
particularly affect the Diſſenter than the reſt 
of the community; and therefore by no rule 


of ſenſe or right reaſon can they be tiled 


puniſhments particularly inflicted on the Diſ- 
ſenters. It ever was, even from the days of 
the Druids, the conſtant uninterrupted prac- 
tice of the kingdom, that offices of public 
ſervice and truſt ſhould be in the hands of 


thoſe only who profefled the eſtabliſhed re- 


ligion, let that religion have been what it 
might; and whenever it ſo happened that 


either through fraud or violence theſe offices 


were gotten into other hands, the conſe- 
quence generally was a ſubverſion and total 
overthrow of the eſtabliſhed religion; and 
that ſuch would be the event if the Dif- 


ſenters ſhould be admitted to places of power : 


and truſt there needs no fpirit of prophecy 
to aſſure us. Religion, my Lord, is the 
deareſt concern of mankind, and the Diſ- 


ſenters would ſoon convince us how dear it 


was to them, by making us all bend, as far 


as 
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as their power ſhould reach, to their yoke. 

There was a time when they were in power, 
and their language then was, that a tolera- 
tion was eſtabliſhing iniquity by law ; when 
they are again in power they will doubtleſs 
again reſume the ſame language, for the ſpirit 
and principle e of their religion will diQate it 


to them. | 


It is true, your Lordſhip's friend affects to 


fetaten every thing of this kind. As he 


repreſents matters, the Diſſenters (p. 58) are 


the trueſt friends and protectors of the eſta- 


blinment, and have faved it from being 


brought to deſolation; ; in which, if he be- 


lieves himſelf, it is well, but it is imagined 

very few will de Inelined to give him credit. 
We well know when the Diſſenters deſolated 
us, and our churches even at this day bear 
rueful marks of it; but when they ſaved us 
from deſolation, if known to themſelves, is 
totally unknown, to us. At the revolution 


they certainly did it not, although he withes 
to have it thought they did; thetr conduct at 
that period Was daſtardly and unmeritorious 


in the hig Heſt de gtee; they had Juſt” before 


addreffed, atid Harte, and ringen to 


Jatnes the Second, perluading him that he 


might depend upon all the affiftance they 
could bine Him; wit when the ſtorm began 


B to 


toll, and. the A "TREE to totter under the 


poor infatuated monarch, they then deſerted 


him, joined themſelyes to his opponents, and 
now make a merit of this junction, which 


(as they, had deſerted their king) was the only 


thing they, could BO 
. When James Was upon _ 1 and | 
8 threatened to become triumphant, 
the Difſenters, ſays your Lordſhip's friend, 
p- 19, fopnd;an aſylum in the boſom of the 
prerogative. Happy mortals! and how did - 
they find this aſylum ? the reader ſhall be 
told. James, for the purpoſe of effectually 
ſubverting the church of England, and eſ- 
tabliſhing Popery in its room, was deter- 
mined upon the abolition of the Teſt. In 
theſe meaſures the Diſſenters concurred with 
bim, and then found, and if the overruling 
providence of. God had not directed other- 


wiſe, would have ſtill continued to find, an 


aſylum i in the boſom of the Prerogative, but 
at the ſame time in the downtall of che 
Church of En _—_; | 

When WED failed, at leaſt, 23 "the 
proſpect became ſo overclouded that there 


was no room to hope for ſucceſs, *<* In. this 


2 * extremity (Gith, the pamphletcer) they did. 
cc not a the precarious DD gh which | 
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that James would not be able any * to 
afford them an aſylum; and what did they 
then? they . preferred the chance of a legal 
ce. toleration to ſervile dependence on the will 
«« of a prince.“ But the king was, or they 
certainly. knew would be ouſted, conſequently 
James would have no will on which they 
| might ſervilely depend; how therefore was 
it poſſible for them to ſhew that preference 

which is here ſpoken of? Hath not your 
friend, my Lord, deviated a little in this 
inſtance from the ſtr 
matter of fact? 
any preference being given in the caſe. 
James was no longer able to protect or aſſiſt 
them, and without his aſſiſtance they were 
unable to cope with the Church of England; 
nay, with it they had failed of ſucceſsſthere- 
fore they had nothing left them but to ac- 
quieſce, in hopes that when en were 


3 


toleration, which at the fame time x they did by 
no means deſerve... 
The principles of the Difeoters are 1 
ever will be hoſtile, to the Church of Eng- 
land; and, as we have already ſeen, they 
Will combine even with the Papiſts for its 
overthrow ; 3:and moreover, even at this hour, 
R wen} have the confidence to, denominate ſuch. 
r B 2 a com- 
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© conibinkricn «a finding an” aſylum: From. 
their perſecutors in the doſom of the pre- 
% ropative ; and yet this writer tells us, that 
the modern Diſſenters entertain no opi- 
«-nions hoſtile to church or ſtate.“ Is it 
poſſible for them to uſe fach language as the 
above, and” not entertain opinions hoſtile to 
the Chureh? Their opinions at this hour 
are the ſame as when they combined with 
James for the overthrow of the church; 
and, whenever an opportunity offers, there 
cannot be a doubt (if we -may judge from 
the language of your Lotdſhip's friend) ny 
will combine again for the ſame purpoſe. 


Ie is well worthy of obſervation the viru⸗ : 


W with which this writer expreſſeth him- 
ſelf againſt the friends of the eſtabliſhment. 


«« Teft laws is even now reſted upon their 
e being a weapon of defence to guard the 
«eſtabliſhment from the attacks of thoſe 


© 4040 are prepared to catch at every opportu- 


and referring to a 


e nity to do it harm,” 


ſermon of biſhop Hallifax, he proceeds, 4 Do 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters catch at every oppor- 

«& tuhity to do harm to the eftabliſhmient ? 
«The right reverend prelate ſeems to be as 
little acquainted with the hiſtory of his 
85 e as with as as e 


e tianity. 
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He tells us, p. 58, The defence of the 


PP 
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0 tianity.” What almoſt could : any man fay | 
worſe, or with blacker paligpitys. of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop, than this? It is true his 


Lordſhip needs no vindication from ſo infa- 
mous a charge, and which is. ſo notoriouſly 


known to be falſe, the notoriety of its being 
falſe is vindication ſufficient; but it ſerves 


to ſhew what manner of ſpirit your Lord - 
ſhip's friend is of. Again, ſpeaking of the 
Biſhop, p. 59, he fays, < Let him enjoy in 
« ſecurity and peace his own fituation, as 
let him not become an advocate for per- 
66 ſecution, or a traducer of the oppreſſed,” 


What can be in the head of this man, or what 


is he dreaming of? Name the perſecution 
that the good Biſhop is an advocate for; name 
the oppreſſed party that he is traducingg. 0 
my noble Earl ! how can you be an advocate 
for a writer who thus, either in folly or 
madneſs ſcattereth bis Hrebrands at ran- 


d 0 Ng 
As he 33 A is ; preſent | very 


worthy Biſhop of St. Afaph,. ſo, in like 
manner doth he treat the prime miniſter, 


Mr. Pitt, p. 93. he tells us © the Diſſenters 
« had a claim to the gratitude of the miniſter, 
e in whoſe elevation they bad born a moſt diſ- 


4 tinguiſbed part.” This piece of intelligence 
is too much above my com ptehenſion to be 
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=" that the Diſſe enters were the 1 0 


Who appointed Mr. Pitt to be the King's 
prime miniſter. 


To be ſure this honeſt man 


muſt have ſomething i in his head, but what 


I hall not pretend to conjecture. 


H. owever, 


he proceeds: Their favourite miniſter 
40 (faith he) diſclaiming indeed perſecution 
« ih words, admitted the whole extent of 


« its principle, and food. foremoſt in the 


„ ec: at the time 


when they failed in their application for a 


repeal of the Teſt laws; 
even their favourite incker, as they chuſe 
to call him, muſt not eſcape the obloquy of 


the Diſſenters if he is a friend to the eſta- 


bliſhment; He is, it ſeems, a ſhameful pre- 


ſo that here we ſee 


varicator, diſclaiming perſecution in his 


words, but ſtanding foremoſt in the ranks 
among their perſecutors. The miniſter needs 
no vindication from this obloquy; it "is 
known to the whole kingdom that Mr. Pitt 
is no petſecutor; it is known likewife to the 


whole Kingdom that the Diſſenters are not 


get rot ol 


und argument; 


cc arguments much preſſed againſt the Diſ- 


cc enters” was, the * ar Ying from innova- 


— 


OM * Hon. 


But it ſeems the miniſter is not 
for, p. 95; © One of the 


* 
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„tion. This argument in the mouth r f 4 
e ſtateſman hardly deſerves a ſerious an- 
% ſwer; and yet the argument is a good 
one, let your mode of anſwering be what it 
will; however, let us ſee what the anſwer 
to it is. A miniſter (he fays) ought” not 
fight the battles of a Quixote, nor ought 
« he raſhly expoſe his couhtry to danger; 
« but it is the duty of his ſituation to put 
« the public tranquility even to ſome hazard 
« in favour of a change where the good to 
e be expected conſiderably exceeds the evil 
« to be feared.” Here then the minifter's: 
argument, which hardly deſerved a ſerious 
anſwer, is acknowledged to be good, inn 
vation is hazardous. A change could not be 
effected without putting the public tranqui-/ 
lity to ſome hazard; but it was the duty of 
the miniſter (he ſays) to put it to this ha- 
zard where the good to be expected confi- 
derably exceeded the evil to be feared; which 
in the preſent inſtance was not the caſe, for the 
good ariſing from it would be the admitting 
of Meſſieurs the Diſſenters to lucrative places 
of truſt; and the evils to be feared were the! 
ſubverſion and total overthrow of the con- 
ſtitution; ſo that the miniſter's argument, 
notwithſtanding © the e aer, 
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in which this writer hath treated it, is valid, 


firm, and unanſwerable. _: 5 

From abuſe and obloquy the writer pro- 
ceeds to his peroration, and a flaming one it 
is, p. 97. Let not the Proteſtant Piſſenters 
« put their truſt in king, miniſter, or pre- 
* lates, but let them confide in THEIR OWN. 


„ EXERTIONS,, the juſtneſs of their cauſe, 


« and. the genero/ity of the nation.” And. 
again, p. 99, Should king, miniſter, and 
« prelates be arrayed againſt them, let them 
«not ſhrink from the conteſt. This lan- 
guage, my Lord, it muſt be owned, is very 
plain and undiſguiſed, but how far ät is cal- 
culated for conciliating ta the Piſſenters the 


generoſity of the nation, may, I think, 


without much difficulty, be eaſily aſcertain», 
ed, Little indeed can they be entitled to 
the generoſity of a nation which they are 
thus labouring to throw into confuſion ; 5 and 
if the Diſſenters think otherwiſe, it is ima- 
gined, they will find themſelves much, very. 
much miſtaken. In the threat likewiſe | 
thrown out againſt the members. of the 
preſent. Houſe of Commons there is a degree 
of inſglence almoſt unpardonable. They 
who have voted for the repeal of the Teſt 
laws may go down with confidence to their 


conſtituents; but ſuch as have not, and ſuch 
a, 


Q 


5 4 


he is pleaſed to ile obftinate advocates for 
perſecution, can have no claim to their aſſiſt- 
ance. Fine language this to be uſed towards 
any 8 of the Houſe of Commons 
when acting in his ſenatorial capacity, and 
much more when uſed towards the majority 
of that houſe. The refutation of this moſt 
illiberal charge is,. that the je of it 
| hath not as yet had his ears nai to the 
pillory, which certainly would have been the 
caſe, or worſe, if the preſent Houſe of 
Commons had been the barbarous perſecutors 
which he is pleaſed to repreſent them to be. 
How, my Lord, will you reconcile this vi- 
rulent abuſe of the friends of the eſtabliſh- 
ment with the writer's frequent declaration, 
that the modern Difſenters are not hoſtile to 
the eſtabliſhment? If they are not hoſtile 
to the eſtabliſhment, why are they ſo hoſtile 
to its. advocates and ſupporters? Can this 
want any comment? The language of in- 
ſolence and abuſe never can proceed but from 
the moſt hoſtile diſpoſition, nor the language 
of defiance but from thoſe who are meditat- 
ing the overthrow of thoſe whom they fy. 
It is to be hoped this man's voice is not the 
voice of the Diſſenters in general, if it is 
it muſt Jower them exceedingly in the opi- 


nion of thoſe who are well-wiſhers to the 
| con- 
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conſtitution of their country, Senta 
that is the envy and admiration of other 


countries, and that ſtands unequalled in the 
annals of the world. Let us, my L, 
attend a little to it, and more eſpecially be- 
cauſe your friend has attached to his pam- 
phlet a letter of Sir William Meredith, 
wherein the conſtitution is repreſented to be 
fo very different from what it really is. 
| The worthy Baronet's letter it ſeems was 
ina n apſwer to one from a Diſſenting miniſter at 


Liverpool, and its ſentiments perhaps thoſe 


of an occaſional conformiſt with the ſenti- 
ments of the perſon to whom he addreſſed 


e His words are theſe: All Pro- 
teſtants agree in this one point, to ſup- 
* port our preſent conſtitution as a republic, 


ce under the adminiſtration of a king, whoſe 


ce title is ſacred while he preſerves our laws, 
* but forfeited if he attempts to break 


«© them.” Tf theſe words expreſſed the real 


ſentiments of the writer he was undoubtedly 


very much miſtaken, and very much a ſtranger 
to the real conſtitution of the ro, ages Bo- 
vernment. 

The Engliſh cob hits neither is nor diet 


was republican. Its baſis is monarchy from the 
earlieſt origin to which we can trace it; and 


the preſent. mag is a monarchy {ſo 
tempered 


2 E 
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tenper(s, ſo providentially blended with FLY 
Hierarchical, Ariſtocratical, and Democratical 
forms of government, as to form one com- 
plete whole, wherein both governors and go- 
verned are held under the reſtraint as well as 
protection of the laws; wherein the ſubject 
enjoyeth the fullneſs of his liberty without 
licentiouſneſs, and the, monarch, his powers, 

and his honours without being arbitrary. ; 

Gradually framed by the hand of ages, it is 
now ſettled into a moſt truly venerable ſtruc- 
ture, wherein is treaſured up all that is va- 


luable in every form of government known 


upon the face of the earth. Long, very 
long, even to the lateſt poſterity may it re- 
main flouriſhing and firmly fixed on its baſis, 
undiſturbed either by popular or fanatical 
madneſs, and vnopprefſed by the i iron hand of 
tyranhy or power, 

"Now from the above ſhort repreſentation, 


of our invaluable conſtitution: it is evident, 


that all attempts at innovation cannot but be 
attended with danger in the extreme; and 
that compliance with the wiſhes of Diſſen- 
ters from the eſtabliſhment would be to riſk. 
the total overthrow of the whole fabric ; for 
the idea of the Diſſenters, with regard to the 
conſtitution (if Sir William Meredith has 


Ar given In) is entirely different from that 
which 
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which is here expreſſed, It is the idea Le 2 
republic exerciſing its authority over the mo- 
narchy, ſaying to their king, you ſhall not 
tranſgreſs our laws, or you have tranſgreſſed 

them, and we will place another in your 
room. But this is not the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion; there is nothing of Democratical ſtern- 1 
neſs in it, it is all mild and even, and regu- 
lated throughout, ſo that any irregularity in 
one part may be inſtantly and neceſſarily cor- 
rected by the movements of the other parts, 
without diſorder or confuſion; but in the 
Diſſenter's idea, any irregularity happening- 
(and irregularities will ſometimes happen in 
all human governments) there would be no 
remedy but in wild uproar, and the unre- 
ſtrained rage of the people; and. to ſucha 
miſerably perturbed ſtate as this would the 


' conſtitution, in all probability, be ſoon re- 


duced were the innovating plan in favour of 
the Difſenters to take place. 

For let it be obſerved that the repeal = 
Teſt laws ! is not objected to merely on ac- 


count of the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, but 


on account of the whole conflitution to which 
the principles of the Diſſenters are as oppo- 
ſite as they are to the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſu- 
ment. It is not merely that the church 
would, but that the whole conſtitution would, 
be endangered by an unlimited admiſſion of 

Diſſenters 
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| Diſſenters of every deablaination into offices 
of power and truſt. - If Sir William Mere- 
dith's letter is a true repreſentation of their 
prinei ples, they are for a conſtitution where= 
in they might feel their own importance, and 
ſtrut and ſwagger over a king of ſtraw, and 
if theſe are their principles they doubtleſs 
would not reſt under any other; conſequent- 
ly the gratifying them in the repeal of the 
Teft laws, as it would certainly make a 
breach in the conſtitution, ſo would it as 
certainly tend to the total ſubverſion of it. 
Wiſely, therefore, moſt wiſely did the mi- 
niſter prefs the danger arifing from innova- 
tion, and it is hoped that a dread of that 
danger will at all times be deeply impreſſed 
upon the mind of every ſenator. 
Innovations in the ſtate are never to be at- 
tempted under a profpe& of a probable good. 
They are to be attempted only where there 
is a moral certainty that good will, and that 
evil will not, be the conſequence of them. 
Nothing i is to be riſked or hazarded. If there 
is danger in the projected innovation; if there 
is no certainty, only a chance, that good will 
be derived from it, it is a ſofficient objection 
to its being attempted. At the Revolution 
there was 4 moral certainty of good in the 
preſervation of our religion and liberties. No- 


thing was riſked or hazarded ; for had we 
OBA failed 


1 


failed in effecting the revolution we ſhould 
have been but where we were before, under the 
| bigotted rule of James, ſupported by his friends 
the Diſſenters. But for what ſhould any inno- 
vating enterpriſe be undertaken now ? Our 
liberties are all defined; and under our moſt 
deſervedly and much beloved king we are in 
| the full enjoyment of them. Our religion is 
unmoleſted, and we are free in the exerciſe 
of all its ſacred functions. All the ſeveral 
diſſenters of every denomination from the re- 
ligion of the conſtitution, are all amply tole- 
rated and unreſtrained i in the exerciſe of theirs. 
Our conſtitution, if perhaps the keen eye of 
the philoſophical ſtateſman can diſcern ſome 
little imperfection 1 in any part of it, and no- 
thing human is perfect, what man of a ſound 
underſtanding and a ſound and good heart, 
would wiſh that any riſk ſhould be run in an 
attempt to remove it; and more eſpecially 
when that imperfection may be rather ſaid 
to be diſcoverablè than felt? But with re- 
gard to the Diſſenters, our conſtitution bath 
nothing of. imperfection even diſcoverable in 
it, unleſs indeed any man chuſes to call it 
| ſuch that they are admitted to have a feat in 
the Houſe of Commons. The Teſt laws, are 
no blemiſh to it, nor if removed would they 
add any thing to its ſtrength or excellence., 
How would Fs conſtitution ſhine with greater. 
my 
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ſplendor hey ſe a diſſenter mi be a Tide- 


waiter or ar” Exciſeman ? which from the 
pamphlet under conſideration, one would 


imagine was the only reaſon Why the Writer 


wiſhes the Teſt to be removed. But this, 
your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to obſerve, i is a 
piece of diſſenter craft; he mentions only the 
loweſt offices, but hath his eye ſteadily fixed 


upon the higheſt, well knowing that if the 


one was open to them, it would not be long 


before they would take poſſeſſion of the other. 
It is not for the ſake of a Tidewaiter's or 
Exciſeman's place that they wiſh the Teſt to 
be removed, but for ſomething more reſpect- 
; able. However, be it for the One or the other, 


theſe offices ſtand in no need of aſſiſtance from 
the Diſſenters, being very well filled and ex- 


ecuted by members of the conſtitution; and 
therefore any innovation for the ſake of ad- 
mitting the diſſenters to offices for which 
they are not at all wanted, cannot but be 
conſidered as extremely unneceſſary and im- 
politic, and in the end would prove injurious 


to the conſtitutioh in the higheſt degree. 


It does not appear by any thing which the 
Writer of your Lordſhip's admired, pamphlet 
hath faid, that any particular advantage would 
accrue to the conſtitution from the repeal of 
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would accrue to the Diſſenters only. 


It is true he wiſhes us to iin that ho | 


harm can ariſe to the conſtitution from the ad- 
miſflion of the Diſſenters. That other coun- 
fries have made the experiment, and, unfor- 


tunately for his argument, p. 81. that the 
« Court of France had within theſe few years 
raiſed M. Neckar to the head of the finances.“ 


Moſt unfortunately urged indeed! However, 


we will not dwell upon it, nor upon the piti- 


able and diſtracted Rate of France, with Mr. 
Neckar at the head of its finances. But, not- 
withſtanding this plain evidence to the con- 


trary, let us allow in its fulleſt ſcope all that 


he contends for. That other UF ONE had 


tried the experiment, and that' no harm had 


ariſen from it. Yet how does this apply to us? 
The Engliſh conſtitution does not prevail i in 


theſe other countries, nor in any other coun- 
try upon the globe, that we are acquainted 
with. And except it did prevail where -the 


experiment had been tried with ſuccels, the ar- 
gument is good for nothing. It is the ſtrength, 
the preſervation, nay, it is effential to the En- 
glich conſtitution, that Diſſenters from its 
principle thould not be admitted to the admi- 


niſtration of its offices; becauſe, if admitted, ö 
there is no check proud for Preventing them 
when i in Mee from * * 1 


the 


Eber enumerates or refers to are all duch as 


is 7 
| 
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the Layman; or any other for him, diſprove 


< this if he can. 


It is obſervable alſo that in the heteropenc- 
ous maſs of arguments, new yampt from Tin- 


dall, &c. which he makes uſe of, and which 


have been anſwered an hundred times, he 
makes the repeal of the teſt laws to be a mat- 
ter in which the Church and the Clergy only 
would be concerned ; and ſtates things as if 
the lay members of the conſtitution had no- 
thing at all to do with it ; whereas the Lay- 
man is as much concerned in it as the Eccle- 


fiaſtic ; for when the conſtitution is laid in 


ruins, it is not merely the Eccleſiaſtic, but 
men of every deſcription in the conſtitution 
that would be the ſufferers: therefore thoſe 
perſons who have been over perſuaded into a 


| favourable opinion of the repeal of the Teſt 


laws, ought to reconſider the matter. Revo- 


lutions, even when neceſſity obliges us, are 
nevertheleſs dreadful inſtruments to have re- 


courſe to, and during the competition for 


them it is impoffible to ſay who has moſt at 


ſtake. This man in bis threat and ſuggeſtion, 
p. 60, I intimates that the Eccleſiaſtic has. But 


the fatal event of 1648, and the confuſions 
preceding and ſubſequent to it, plainly ſhewed 


that it is not only the intereſt of the Eccleſi- 
aſtic that is concerned in the preferyation of 
| | ä the 
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[ 34 ] 
the conſtitution, but of the whole commu- 


nity. | 
If it be aſked. why offices and places of 


truſt are limited only to perſons profeſ- 
ſing the religion of the eſtabliſhment, the an- 
ſwer is: The religion of the eſtabliſhment 
being ſo admirably adapted to the ſupport 
of the conſtitution, being ſo diftant from 
any poſſibility of bringing injury or incon- 
venience to it, and other religions of thoſe 
that are known to us, be their excellence in 
other reſpects what it may, maintaining prin- 
ciples with which it is impoſſible the conſti- 
tution can conſiſt; it is therefore provided 


by the excellent wiſdom of the laws, that no 
perſons but ſuch as profeſs the religion of the 


eſtabliſhment ſhall be admitted to offices or 


places of truſt. It is not that their creeds or 
modes of worſhip, but the principles with 


regard to government which accompany 
them, that render perſons of this deſcription 
incompetent to offices or places of truſt. In 
other reſpects theſe perſons may be as worthy 
and reſpectable characters as members of the 


eſtabliſhment, but in the principle that ac- 
companies their religion it is impoſſible they 
can be well wiſhers to or hearty ſupporters 


of the conſtitution ; - therefore as it is the ob- 
ject of the laws to preſerve the conſtitution 


428. 
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as it 1s at preſent in its beautiful- blendings 
into one whole of the ſeveral known forms of 
human government, wiſely is it Provided that 
the adminiſtration of government in all its * 
offices ſhall be by thoſe whoſe principles (by 
profeſſion at leaſt) ſhall be conſiſtent with 
its preſervation. Such are the principles 
which naturally accompany the religion of 
the eſtabliſhment, and therefore is it required 
that all who bear offices in the conſtitution 


ſhall be profeſſed members of the eſtabliſh- 


ment. Hence the Teſt laws are to be conſi- 
dered, not as religious teſts, but as teſts of 


principle with regard to the conſtitution, and 


when conſidered in this their true light, he 
muſt have either a very weak judgement, or 


be very unfriendly to the conſtitution, who 


wiſhes their repeal. 
One general error pervading the whole of 


the pamphlet under conſideration (and it js 
to be ſuppoſed not an involuntary one) is, 
that the Teſt laws are conſidered as teſts of 


religion, and that they were enacted merely 


with a view to the preſervation of the eſta- 
bliſhed church. This is extremely falſe and 
unjuſt, for the principal object in the firſt 
framing of theſe laws, even in their very 
origin, Was the preſervation of the fate 
from being again reduced under the tyranny 
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of the Biſhop of * and their celdiion t to 


the church. was no otherwiſe than as the 
church was incorporated into the Rate. It 
is the ſame now as then, and theſe laws as 
in their firſt intention are to operate for the 
preſervation of the conſtitution from being 


reduced under any tyranny, whether lay or 


ecclefiaſtical, whether of one or of many; 
and therefore he who truly is a friend to the 
conſtitution as it is at preſent, and ſincerely 
Wiſhes its continuance, never can conſiſtently 
with that with give hes vote for the TIER * 
the Teſt laws. 


Would you, if you are Aa friend to "_ 


conſtitution, admit to the adminiſtration of 


its government perſons who you know are 
by principle not well-wiſhers to it, who 
would change or overthrow it if they could? 
Muſt not a man be wonderfully deranged i in 


his judgment that would do this? It is not 
merely on account of the ſuperior excellence 
of the religion of the eſtabliſhment as a re- 


gion? it is not for the purpoſe of gaining 


proſelytes to it from other religions that the 
Teſt laws are framed ? but it is for the pur- 
poſe of continuing and preſerving the con- 


ſtitution as it is at preſent, which whoever 


withes to have continued to us cannot con- 
fſtently — the Teſt laws to be 
Sir 
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[ 37 ; 
Sir William Meredith ſays, the Romith 


5 religion is not bad for ſociety on account 


« of its ſuperſtition, but the doctrines it 


% maintains with regard to civil power.“ 
The fame is applicable to the Preſbyterians, 
who by principle are proſeſſedly Republicans, 


and who of courſe never would concur to 


ſupport a government that was not Repub- 


lican, The Quaker, the Anabaptiſt, the 


Independents in general are all of a levelling 


principle, enemies to all diſtinctions of rank 


or orders, How is it poffible \ſuch perſons 
could contribute to the ſupport of a conſti- 
tution which is throughout ſo beautifully va- 
riegated by its gradual and regular ſubordi- 


nations, and which muſt neceflarily ceaſe to 


be if its inequalities were levelled. In a word, 


if the Teſt laws ſhould be repealed the con- 


ſtitution cannot poſſibly long continue to be 
what it is at preſent, it will unavoidably be 
overwhelmed by that inundation of oppoſite 


and diſcordant opinions which would then 
ruſh into the offices of ſtate, and terminate 
only in anarchy and confuſion. 


Let it be ance more repeated, that the 


conſtitution, as it at preſent is framed from 
the blending together of the Hierarchical, 


Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, and Democra- 


tical forms of government, that with a con- 


C 3 ſtitution 


— 


t 3 ] 
Aitation ds framed none will agree who by 


* 
. — 
* 


* 0 te principle of their religion are attached 
3 only to one of the forms of which it is 
1 . compounded, that therefore it is neceſſary 
1 4 even to the exiſtence of the preſent con- 
Te ſtitution, that its offices ſhould be admi- 


niſtered only by thoſe who from principle are 
friends to it, and whoſe religion depends 
upon the preſervation of the conſtitution; 
and therefore he that wiſhes to preſerve it 
cannot conſiſtently vote for the repeal of the 


at the ſame time he wiſhes ſhould ve pre- 
. 

As it is not intended to detain your Lord- 
- ſhip with a long letter, and much leſs with 


1 


clufion, previouſly obſerving on that very 
nugatory pretence for repealing the Teſt, 


ſacrament by occaſional conformity. 
. LD The occaſional conformiſt it muſt be ac- 
knowledged certainly doth. profane the ſacra- 


Teſt laws ought to be repealed, ſay the Diſ- 
ſenters and your Lordſhip's friend, and then 
Wer could be no occaſional conformity. 


True, 
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Teſt laws; becauſe if he does he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily vote for the deſtruction of that which 


ſuch a length of ſcribble as that of your 
friend the Layman, let us haſten to a con- 


which is derived from the profanation of the 


ment; and therefore what? therefore the 


LT 


7 


True, my Lord, there could. not, but then 


by a parity of reaſoning the Ten command- 
ments ought. to be repealed, and then there 
could be no tranſgreſſion of them; by a pa- 
rity of reaſoning oaths ſhould be aboliſhed, 

and then there would be no perjury. It is 
at the peril of the occaſional conformiſt if 
he Profanes the ſacrament, but the law 


which requires evidence of the principles of 


perſons employed in the ſtate, is not the 
cauſe of the profanation any more than the 


law requiring an oath to be taken is the 


. cauſe of the perjury which may follow. If 


your Lordſhip, or Lordſhip's friend for you, 
can prove that government hath no right to 
require evidence of the principles of thoſe 
whom it employs you will do ſomething, but 


till you have or can do this all arguments 
drawn from the profanation of the ſacred rite 
by the occaſional conformiſt are childiſh and 
nugatory in the extreme, | 


The concluſion from the foregoing obſer- 
vations is, that the pamphlet fo ſtrongly re- 
commended by your Lordſhip is not what 
you have repreſented it to be. That the 


| principle of it 1s faulty, as there can be no 


right to a toleration, and much leſs a right 


For perſons to enjoy the privileges of a ſoci- 
ety of which they are not truly members. 
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in particular but the whole conſtitution ; that 


the teſt is not a teſt only of the religion a 


perſon may profeſs, its object is to diſcover 


the principle of the perſon, whether friendly 


or hoſtile to the conſtitution, the merit of 


his religion, as a religion is totally out of 
the queſtion; that the conſequence of the 
teſt is not an excluſion: from office, on ac- 


count of creeds or modes of worſhip, and 


therefore that the Teſt laws are not perſecut- 


That the Teſt laws do not reſpect the church +» 


ing, nor the Difſenters, as this writer repre» _ 


ſents, perſecuted. _ 
Every ſtate hath indiſputably within it- 


ſelf a right to require evidence of the prin- 


ciples of thoſe whom it employs, 4 


whether they are friendly or hoſtile. 


hath alſo as certainly a right of determining 


what ſhall or ſhall not be deemed ſuch evi- 


dence. Availing itſelf of ſuch right the 


ſtate hath required that all perſons employed 
in offices under it, ſhall within a limited time 
receive the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


according to the uſage of the Church of 


England, and they who refuſe to comply 
with ſuch requiſition are adjudged to hold 
principles unfriendly to the conſtitetion, 


Where now, in the exerciſe of this un- 


doubted right, is the perſecution of the 
Piſ⸗ 
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Difſenters ? No where, my CLE it is a 
right fully authoriſed by all the known laws 


of juſtice, equity, and right reaſon, with 


which the world hath at any time been made 


acquainted. 


There is one moſt curious —— 
your friend hath urged for the abolitionof the 


Teſt, and hath been overlooked in the fore- 
going obſervations. It is this: © that the 


«« Teſt was originally framed apainſt the Pa» 
*© piſts, at a time when there were no Dif- 
s ſenters, and that therefore it ought not to 
*© operate againſt the Diſſenters.“ This re- 
doubted argument ſhall be anſwered by the 
following ſhort apologue: A farmer who 
had frequently been plundered in his poultry- 


yard by the foxes, whom he could by no art 


or ſtratagem circumvent, after ſome thought 
contrived a fence which would for ever keep 


them off from coming any where upon his 


premiſes. There were at this time no 
other beaſts or vermin in the country that 
were at all troubleſome to him. In proceſs 
of time, however, the wolves came into his 
neighbourhood, and the fence proving a ſuf- 
ficient barrier againſt them alſo, an old wolf 
took an opportunity of accoſting the farmer, 
and requeſting him to admit him and his 
comrades to Come een his e for that 
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it was a great hardſhip upon them to be chus 


ſhut out. The fence, ſays he, you well 


know, was never originally intended againſt 
us, for we were not in the country when you 


raiſed it; and beſides we are as great enemies 
to the foxes as you can be, and with our 


affiftance, were the fence entirely thrown 
down, you would need be under no appre- 


henſion from them. What you ſay, Mr. 


Wolf, replies the farmer, is in a great mea- 


ſure true; the fence originally was certainly 


not intended againſt you, and I can well be⸗ 
leve that you are as great an enemy to the 


foxes as I myſelf am; but as you are as 


great an enlmy to me as you are to the foxes, 
with your good leave the fence ſhall conti- 
nue juſt as it is, and T am happy to find that 


it anſwers the double purpoſe of keeping out 


the wolves as effectually as it does the 


foxes. 
And now, my Lord, having done with 


the pamphlet, ſuffer a few words to be ad- 
dreſſed to your Lordſhip and your friends in 


particular; and they are to requeſt you to 


look, to reflect upon the Engliſh conſtitu- 


tion, and then ſay where upon earth you 


can find greater or even equal excellence; 
regular in its formation, mild in its ope- 


1 nga friendly, benevolent to all, anx- 
| . 10us 
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jous only for its own preſervation, and this 
anxiety expreſſed not by any unjuſt, op- 


preſſive, or perſecuting meaſures, but by 
thoſe wiſe and prudent ones which every 


houſeholder adopts for the preſervation of 
himſelf and his family, who would be con- 
demned as a miſerable manager if he was to 


admit into his ſervice perſons who were 
known to. be enemies to his domeſtic ar- 
rangements and economy. Such, and ſuch 


only is the anxiety expreſſed by the conſtitu- 


tion for its own preſervation ; and therefore 
in ſuch expreſſion of it, in the eyes of all 
wiſe and experienced. perſons is it altogether 


irreprehenfible; and as it is irreprehenſible in 


this, ſo like wiſe is itqnoſt truly admirable in 


the happineſs of its temperament and the 


happineſs which.we all enjoy under it. Our 
kings ſhine with the ſplendour of Eaſtern 


* monarchs, but without any of their terrific 


powers; gently are they coerced without 
violence or diſreſpect, and their throne is eſ- 
tabliſhed by the freedom of thoſe over whom 
they reign, The ſubject likewiſe hath all 
the happineſs that he is capable of in a 
ſtate of ſopiety, and if he is reſtrained from 
licentiouſneſs, ſtill is he not abridged of his 
liberty, and knows no controul but the con- 
troul of the laws. Such then being the 

| bleſſings 
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T: of our moſt ee where is 
: the heart that doth vibrate in uniſon with 
IN the prayer —O preſerve it Heaven !—Let 
2 us lay aſide then, my Lord, all thoſe little 
= party cabals, thoſe factious doings, the 


marks of children rather than of men, of 
which we have heard ſo much of late, If 
we are men of ambition let us diſplay that 
true nobleneſs of ſoul. which ſaith, it is 
better that my ambition ſhould be diſap- 
pointed, than that the conſtitution ſhould be 
overthrown. If we have been treated with 
indignity by any particular individuals let us 
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cable reſentment, hazard the introduction of 
a general fire and confuſion, but with a firm 
ſtedfaſtneſs, which will do us honour, let 

us repreſs our reſentment within its proper 
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tify it without acting like madmen. In 4 
word let no views of/ party ambition or re- 
ſentment operate upon us; let no hopes of 
bettering our fortune, or of being relieved 
from our domeſtic neceſſities, induce us to 


riſk, to hazard any thing which may even 
_ by a caſual contingency endanger the con- 
1-4 ſtitution; but let it be our pride, as aſſuredly 
3 it is our intereſt, ever to preſerve it invi- 
* 1 olate, 
1 And 
"IM 4 5 


not, for the ſake of gratifying a poor deſpi- 


limits; or if it muſt be gratified, let us gra- 


with 
Let 
ittle 


r 
1 * N 
i 87, — 1 9 Y 3 Wy IT - 
* 3 N 9 LT = Fw ——__ Ca bs 2 „„ 7 BF 
f N 


L 4 ] 

And with regard to you, my Lord, it is 
recommended to you to perſevere induſtri- 
ouſly in your ſtudies, that you may again in- 
ſtruct the Biſhops in religion; teach again 
law to the Lord Chancellor: carefully, 
moreoyer, endeavouring to improve yourſelf 
in the ſeveral manceuvres of the Cleft Stick, 
whereby ſo much ſtrength, as by the various 
exertions of your arms and body, ſo much 
grace is added to the throws of your Lord- 
ſhip's oratory. 


I haye the honour to be, my Lord, 


Your very humble Servant. 
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